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way, which were at times more difficult to overcome than
those caused by foreign Powers or hostile parties; in con-
sequence of the hearty attachment which I had for the
person of the Emperor, this considerably increased the
exhausting effect of the struggles which I had to go
through when in my reports to the Emperor my duty
compelled me to defend my convictions.

The Emperor felt this, and in the last years of his
life he made no secret to me of his domestic relations,
and used to discuss with me what ways and forms we
should choose so as to spare his household peace without
injury to interests of state; when in a confidential mood,
with a mixture of annoyance, respect, and good-will, he
used to speak of her as Feuerkopf, and accompanied this
expression with a motion of his hands as though he would
say, c I cannot alter it.' I found this designation extraor-
dinarily happy; the Queen was a spirited woman as long
as physical dangers did not threaten; she was upheld by
a high feeling of duty, but her royal feelings made her
indisposed to recognise other authorities than her own,

The great influence which, after his accession to the
government, the will and convictions of the Prince of
Prussia, afterwards Emperor, exercised outside the military
and in the political sphere was simply the result of the
powerful and distinguished nature which was inborn in this
prince, and quite independent of the education he had
received. The expression ' koniglich vornehm' (royal dis-
tinction) is characteristic of his appearance. With mon-
archs vanity can be a spur to action and to labour for the
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